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One of the most beloved traditions at Saint Simon the Apostle Catholic 
School is also one of the most humbling experiences the students have 
each year.  The annual reenactment of the Stations of the Cross, telling 
the story of Jesus’ final days on Earth, is a spiritually moving experience 
for students, parents, and all visitors.   

Children from Kindergarten to 8th grade represent the fourteen sta-
tions.  The first is portrayed by Kindergarten students and, as the story 
continues, the age of the participants grows.  The final two stations, por-
traying the moments of The Lord’s death and burial, are portrayed by 
our eighth-grade students.  The reverence and emotion in the sanctuary 
are lasting memories for our entire school community.   

http://www.saintsimon.org


                                                            PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 

 

We come to the end of another incredible and an incredibly busy school year at 
Saint Simon.  What a year it has been! I am so proud to be able to serve the won-
derful students here and the entire Saint Simon community – I have the best job in 
the world, and on a daily basis, this is reinforced to me.  Thank you for all that you 
do to make coming to work such a pleasure for all of us who are privileged to work 
here. 

Academically, this has been a stellar year.  Our students have taken on the challenge of learning new stand-
ards, applying their knowledge and taking risks to create authentic work.  The teachers and I are committed to 
seeing each child as an individual and providing opportunities that allow them to achieve their potential.  

Our students have had enriching extra-curricular opportunities throughout the year.  Several of our boys and 
girls athletic CYO teams have brought back trophies. We have sent students to city spelling and geography 
bees. Our students out performed other schools in academic competitions.  And we have watched them show-
case their fine arts talents in drama, art, band and vocals.  It is inspiring to see the many talents our students 
exhibit. 

Finally, throughout this year our students have demonstrated their understanding of our school’s spiritual 
theme: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your 
mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.” All of our students have supported our “neighbors” with acts of ser-
vice that have brought joy, hope and Christ’s love to people throughout the world and in our own community.  
Our teachers have created an environment of faith, love and wisdom to prepare all students.  And, our commu-
nity has supported our students, parents, teachers, and administration with loving hearts.  We are truly 
blessed to be in such a beautiful community that shares Christ’s love so freely.   

 Have a wonderful summer break. 

 Peace and Blessing to you and your family, 

 Cathlene Darragh 

 

Successful Fundraisers—Royal X Fund-a-Need & Bites for Bytes  

Each Fall, the Saint Simon community holds an annual Royal Extravaganza fundraiser. This 

year’s event was a huge success, and thanks to the generous donors, the school recently 

installed a new PA system.  The old system was the original one from 1997 when the new 

school was built. It was outdated and unable to be serviced. Mrs. Darragh shared, “The new 

system is programmable from a computer and offers the ability to make calls to individual 

classrooms through the main phone line. Students are really enjoying the new bell tones in 

the halls.” 

 

Bites 4 Bytes is one of the Saint Simon School’s main fundraisers each year, and it supports 

technology in the classroom. This year’s event raised $32,000, and these funds will be used 

for new laptops and iPad covers. In addition to the delicious bites of food served by area 

restaurants, the event also included a silent auction, wine pull, gift card wall and free tuition 

raffle. For the second year in a row, this year’s winner was Karen Morris! Congratulations 

Karen.  Thank you to everyone who made this year’s fundraiser a success, especially the 

event chairs, Carrie Principato and Angela Duggan. 



St. Simon Develops First Physics Phun Phair 

This spring, St. Simon’s 7th grade will host its first Physics Phun 
Phair, sponsored by our middle school science teacher Mrs. Joyal. 
The event will challenge students to learn and use the Engineering 
Design Process (Ask, Imagine, Plan, Create, and Improve), and to 
learn about physical science, including physics. Rather than simply 
learning by reading about the concepts, the students will receive 
hands-on education and will be actively engaged in the process. 

As part of the project, 7th graders will revisit simple machines, such 
as levers, that were first introduced in fourth grade. They will be de-
veloping their understanding of work, energy, and forces. As prepa-
ration for the Phun Fair, classes are divided by self-selection into 
companies of one to five students, embracing the talents of each per-
son contributing. Companies then create a name and logo, complete 
with stationery on which to correspond with their various constitu-
ents throughout the design process.  

After several days of Physical Science University and learning about 
Newton’s Three Laws, the students will research ten possible carni-
val fair games that represent different simple machines, from gears 
to pulleys and wheels. Once the games have been distributed to 
avoid duplication, each company will create a labeled schematic and 
will graph a prototype of the simple machines at work using proper 
dimensions and materials needed. Next, they will write a detailed 
procedure for how their game is to be played. Finally, they will con-
dense the instructions on a sign to be displayed at their booth next to 
their game in the SIMS Center.  

The 7th grade team plans to run the Physics Phun Phair while the 
8th graders are in Washington, D.C. They will set up booths with var-
ious games, and the older students will demonstrate to younger stu-
dents in the school how the simple machines work in the games. At-
tending students will donate canned food as the price of admission. A 
student Executive Board is working out all the details to ensure a 
smooth and safe running of the first Physics Phun Phair.  

“Getting students to buy into the concept was not difficult at all,” 
says Mrs. Joyal. “I have brought them the idea, and their job is to 
make me unnecessary.” The 7th grade students have already begun 
planning and are looking forward to the event. Mrs. Joyal says devel-
oping a new concept like this can feel scary or out of control as a 
teacher, but is often when the most fruitful learning experiences are 
created. “It is going to be a wild ride,” she says. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR 

SPANISH TEACHER 

Mrs. Solano Gains U.S. Citizenship 

Clara Solano, Saint Simon School’s Spanish teacher, recently achieved a major life milestone – officially becom-
ing a U.S. citizen in February after a long, 16-year process. 
 

Born in Barranquilla, Colombia, Mrs. Solano attended a religious, bilingual grade school and later earned her 
education degree in her home country.  After building a happy life in Colombia, Mrs. Solano, her husband and 
sons were eventually forced to leave their country as the region hit tumultuous times and the family’s safety 
was compromised. 
 

In 2000 Mrs. Solano’s family moved to Indiana where her sister-in-law offered a safe place to settle down and 
start a new life.  “By the Grace of God” her sister-in-law also helped her attain a work visa and secure a job at 
Saint Simon – first teaching 7th and 8th grade Spanish, then 6th and eventually the entire school in her 17-year 
tenure. 
 

While the progression from work visa to green card to citizenship was a difficult one, Mrs. Solano credits her 
faith with never giving up.  “I am a person of great faith.  My faith helped me face so many obstacles I encoun-
tered in my life.  It is amazing how many times during these past years I have found angels that help me out.  
Perseverance and faith gave us strength to keep on living and not dwell on the past.  I have learned to be open 
minded and always see the good part of any situation or person.” 

 

Mrs. Solano proudly displays her U. S. citizenship, which she received on the same day as her youngest son.  



                                                                              Welcome Baby Royals!   

Congratulations to Mrs. Elyse Byrd on the birth of her beautiful little girl, Madison 
Jo Byrd. She was born on January 18, 2017. Mr. and Mrs. Byrd also have a two 
year old boy, Eddie. They are enjoying transitioning into a family of four! The 
Byrds thank you for the many well wishes you have sent their family! 

Mrs. Jillian Peterson delivered a charming little boy, 
James Matthew Peterson, on April 9, 2017. This is 
her first child. Mrs. Peterson and her husband are 
enjoying life as a family of three!   

Ms. Doreen Dolnics, a retired IPS teacher, was the substitute for both Mrs. Byrd's 
and Mrs. Peterson's maternity leaves. We are grateful for this consistency and ap-
preciate her creativity in the classroom! 

                                             Pre-K Postcards 

Mrs. Pappas' Pre-K pals are learning about the United States! The Pre-K 
parents contacted family and friends, requesting postcards from around 
the U.S.  As the mail arrived, the students shared the cards with the class. 
They read trivia about the particular state and place a sticker on the U.S. 
map to track the arrivals. The students have learned about compass direc-
tions, weather patterns, peninsulas, islands, and other geographical terms. 

                                              Get to Know Mrs. R! 

You know it was a great day when your child excitedly tells you that they had 
Mrs. R as a substitute teacher in class that day. Olga Roszkowski, or Mrs. R as 
her students call her, has been working at St. Simon School as a substitute 
teacher for 15 years, but she has been part of the St. Simon community for 
much longer.  She and her family joined St. Simon when it opened its doors on 
Oaklandon Rd. in 1997.   Her three daughters and one son have all gone 
through school at St. Simon and are now in college or grown.   

Mrs. R enjoys being a regular sub at St. Simon. “It is challenging.  I never know what kind of day I’m going to 
have!”  Getting work done and making the day fun so kids leave with a smile is her focus. She says, “The kids and 
I work hard, but try to have some fun, too!” It’s common that the busy students leave after a day with Mrs. R with 
a sucker as a reward for their good behavior and hard work.   

When she is not working at school, Mrs. R enjoys bowling, reading, going to the movies with her husband, and 
spending time with her dog, Mack, and bunnies, Poppy and Luna.  She enjoys Greek food and loves to travel, es-
pecially to beaches in the Caribbean. She recently went on a trip to Rome with her youngest daughter 
Paige.  “Rome was a wonderful cultural experience.  It was very spiritual as well.” She wishes every Catholic 
could visit.   

It is no wonder our students are so fond of Mrs. R.  We are so blessed to have her in our community. 



 How do 8th Grade Students Make Tough High School Selection? 
 

After being in one school for eight years, or even ten if they started at St. Simon in pre-K, eighth graders are often excited 
and ready for a new educational experience. However, selecting a high school can be a daunting challenge given multiple 
high-quality Catholic, public, charter and private options in the area.  

 Students and their parents often weigh many criteria from academics to sports and extracurricular activities. Some want to 
stay in a Catholic school for religious reasons, and others are open to checking out all the options depending on the stu-
dent’s interests and priorities. Cost, location, campus feel, and where friends are attending are other factors that strongly 
influence a family’s high school choice.  

In some families, the student makes the decision of which high school to attend, while in others, parents have the final say. 
Many families find the decision difficult, attending multiple open houses, allowing students to shadow at high schools they 
liked, weighing costs and benefits, assessing the right fit and praying to make a good decision. Students with older siblings 
often find the decision easier because the family is already familiar with high schools and have an older child attending.  

Maddie Whitsman said she chose Scecina High School because of its diversity, location and academics. In addition, she said 
with a younger brother following soon, cost was a factor, and Scecina was less expensive than some other Catholic high 
schools. The choice will also allow her to play softball and run track. She liked the smaller size of the school, saying, “It felt 
like a big family.” 

Charlie Ramey said she chose Cathedral High School because she wanted a Catholic school that would allow her to “remain 
close to God.” She also liked the diversity of the school, but she struggled because she liked the swimming program at Fish-
ers High School. Yinny Lim also chose Cathedral saying she “liked the teachers and the students and felt the school would 
give her the best preparation for college.”  

Chatard High School was another frequent Catholic school choice for current students like Julianne Ferguson who said it felt 
“more like a community.” Still, she said, “It was a tough decision between wanting to stay with my friends and wanting to be 
my own person.”  

Several students made their decision to attend Guerin High School in Noblesville. “I liked how (the staff) care about every 
student individually. Also, they have a faith-filled environment,” said Maggie Adolay.  

“I chose Hamilton Southeastern High School for the variety of academic, athletic and social opportunities,” said Delaney 
Mullin, who added that she felt it was a welcoming community and positive environment.  

Mount Vernon High School was the selection of Gabe Thomas, who says he chose this public school because he felt very 
comfortable there and liked the idea of starting over with a new peer group. His parents liked the fact that he would be at-
tending the same school as his older sister. 

With all the options available for today’s up-and-coming ninth graders, each student finds a good fit and becomes enthusi-
astic about what awaits them next year. Wherever the next four years takes this eighth grade class, the St. Simon staff and 
community wishes them God’s blessings and best wishes in high school and beyond. 



ST.  SIMON 

SPRING SPORTS 



Pope Francis…. Chose his papal 
name due to the humility and aus-
terity associated with St. Francis of 
Assisi, and he really lives up to his 
reputation. While Archbishop of 
Buenos Aires, he lived in a simple 
apartment and rode the bus. When 
he was elected the Pope, he flew to Rome in economy 
class. 

  

Social studies teacher Mr. Krevda….uses Instagram to 
post #triviatuesday and #thursdaytrivia questions. 
Three students per post can earn a small prize.   
Weekly, Mr. Krevda also offers the chance  to get a 
#throwbackthursday or #transformationtuesday 
post of himself.  

Check out @mr.krevda! 

  

Mrs. Mates…. is a huge Butler University fan! She grad-
uated from there twice earning  both  undergraduate 
and  masters degrees. In addition, she taught a couple 
of courses in the College of Education many years ago.  
Mrs. Mates was even a Butler cheerleader! 

  

Mrs. Darragh…. taught herself how to ride her dad's 
motorcycle at the age of 15. She still holds a motorcy-
cle endorsement in case she wants to take a ride!  

4th Grader Forgoes Gifts  

for Good Cause 

Fourth grader Anni Felts has a strong, kind heart – and 
it is credit to Riley Hospital for Children.  Anni was 
born with a rare tumor around her heart and survived 
the condition thanks to the expert staff at Riley. 

 

For her 10th birthday in February, Anni decided it was 
time to give back to the organization that had given her 
so much.  Rather than buying or receiving gifts for her 
birthday, Anni talked to her classmates about her expe-
rience and asked them to donate money to Riley Chil-
dren’s Foundation instead. 

 

The response was overwhelmingly positive, and the 
donation money rolled in, totaling $550 for the founda-
tion.  Anni’s heartwarming gesture caught the atten-
tion of WTHR Channel 13, and the news station visited 
the classroom to help share Anni’s story in hopes of 
inspiring others to do the same. A big Happy Birthday 
to Anni! 

 

 

Congratulations, 8th grader,  

Nicholas Machala for quali-

fying to compete in the state 

level competition of the Na-

tional  Geographic Bee! 

 

We were very proud to have 

you represent St. Simon 

School! 

 

 

 

Thank you to the many 

parents who shared their 

time and talents with our 

middle school students 

during our Career Day!  

There were so many inter-

esting speakers that stu-

dents found it difficult to 

choose only three.     

 


