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On October 12th and 13th, St. Simon Theatre presented Peter Pan, Jr.  As seventy-eight 5th thru 8th graders took the 
stage, the audience was transported to Neverland, and began an adventure full of Brave Girls, fierce pirates, care-free 
kids and  a lovable dog.  Theatre gives young people the chance to explore all types of new activities, from singing and 

dancing on stage to painting a set or building a ship.  The wider they can cast their nets of imagination and  
experimentation, the greater the chance they find their inner pirate, Brave Girl, carpenter or singer. 

 

 Now in our 7th year of production, St. Simon Theatre has continued with strong student participa-
tion. Seventeen 8th graders took their final bows for Saint Simon Theatre.  Our program motto comes from 1 Thessalo-
nians 5:11 ~ "Encourage one another and build each other up."  This scripture verse serves as an inspiration for our stu-

dent actors both during rehearsals and in their interactions throughout our school and in the community. One of the 
unexpected joys about middle school theatre is that the younger kids in the show connect, learn and build friendships 

with the older students.  If you missed this year, we look forward to welcoming you back to St. Simon Theatre next year! 
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 Welcome to the 2018-2019 School Year! I would like to take the opportunity to welcome back all of 
our returning Saint Simon families, as well as those of you who are new to us this year. The staff is thrilled 
and looking forward to an outstanding school year. We are ready for the humbling task of preparing all 
students to be successful learners. We believe that it is critical to provide leadership opportunities, char-
acter education, and exposure to a wealth of experiences in order to prepare our students to be success-
ful Christian adults. 
 Our school has a strong history of helping each child reach their potential integrated with the teachings of our Catho-
lic faith. Students as young as Pre-K participate in service projects that reflect the Spiritual and Corporal Acts of Mercy. Our 
students Feed the Hungry, Clothe the Naked, Visit the Sick, Pray for the Living and the Dead, and Comfort the Afflicted 
throughout the school year. What a wonderful way to demonstrate what we are called to do; serve one another and love 
our neighbors! Our teachers and staff are here to help all students get the most out of their time at Saint Simon, as we live 
out our vision of: A Catholic Community dedicated to the spiritual and academic development of the whole child. 
 Our spiritual theme this year is “Rejoice always, pray unceasingly, give thanks in all circumstances.” 1 Thessalonians 
5:16-18. We began the year focused on ways we can rejoice. Our 8th grade students, along with Ms. Taylor, helped us kick 
off the school year with joyful jokes, dressed up as emojis and decorating the halls with joyful decorations. 

 This year will be filled with numerous opportunities for our students, as well as our parents. Saint Simon takes great 
pride in establishing an atmosphere that invites its valued community to be a part of the educational process. We welcome 
your attendance at school events and encourage your participation by volunteering in our school. You are a valued member 
of our team! 

 

Peace and Blessings, 
Mrs. Cathlene Darragh 

 

 

 

6th grade Retreat 

Royals on the Go! 

Pre– K visit with Lawrence Township Firemen 

Principal’s Corner 

Junior High Dictionary Day 

8th grade Needler’s Shopping Spree  



 
2018 Fall Day of Service 

St. Simon Middle School students participate in a weekly advisory program that 

emphasizes servant leadership. Throughout the school year, students partici-

pate in a variety of service projects, including the Fall Day of Service. Students in 

7th and 8th grade  ventured out into the 

community on September 26th to help at 

local charities. They traveled to seven 

different charities to share their God-given 

gifts and talents. Some of the charities included St. Vincent de Paul 

Distribution Center, Felege Hiyot, Indiana Down Syndrome and the 

Good Samaritan Group. We are thankful for the  teachers and par-

ent volunteers who assisted with the driving and supervision of ac-

tivities. The students thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity and many of them have decided to volunteer  

at the charities for additional service hours.  

“I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must support the weak. And remember the 

words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.”  

Acts 20:35 



Welcome St. Simon Teachers! 

 
 
Ms. Edwards is teaching 7th & 8th Grade Reading and Literature. She grew up in Central Indiana. After 
high school, she attended the University of Dayton. Following graduation, she taught language arts/
reading in the Dayton area. For fun, she enjoys playing the violin and running. 
  
 
 

Mrs. Figura is teaching 7th/ 8th grade Science. She grew up in North Webster, Indiana and graduated 

from Wawasee High School. After high school, she attended Ball State University and has been teach-

ing for about 20 years. When she is not teaching, she enjoys reading and hiking in Montana and Colo-

rado. Mrs. Figura is a die hard IU fan! 

 

Mrs. Bye is teaching Fourth grade Religion and Social Studies. She grew up in the Geist area. Mrs. Bye 

is an alumni of Saint Simon and Bishop Chatard High School. After high school, she attended Franklin 

College. When she is not teaching, she enjoys watching football and spending time with her family. She 

has a seven month old baby and recently moved back to Indianapolis. Her favorite vacation spot is Gat-

linburg TN, where she was married in June of 2017. 

 

Mrs. Hermann is teaching 2nd grade. She is a military brat, so has lived several places while growing up, 

such as- Oklahoma, Arkansas, Texas, Alabama, Japan and Illinois.  She graduated from Butler University 

and this is her first year teaching. Music is her hobby and she loves to sing. She also loves to travel, but 

is ready to settle down in one place for a while. 

 

 

Mrs. Forestal is an assistant in Mrs. Stone’s Pre-K class. She grew up in Indianapolis and attended Holy 

Spirit Catholic School on the East side.  After 8th grade,  her family moved to Richmond VA  and she 

attended Freeman High School. She received her Elementary Education degree from Indiana University 

and taught kindergarten and preschool on and off for 14 years, she also has her real estate license. 

Mrs. Forestal loves spending time with her husband Erik and her four children. She also loves traveling, 

water sports and photography. 

St. Simon is blessed to welcome our new ROYALS! 



Ms. Smith, our new 3rd grade teacher, was born in Ohio, but her family moved to Bloomington, IN 
shortly after she was born because her father was hired by IU as a Professor of Education. In Blooming-
ton, Ms. Smith grew up in the Catholic school community of St. Charles, where she was extremely ac-
tive in music and developed an early love for learning. Both her grandfather and father were educators, 
so teaching is literally in her blood! Her sister and their family live in Indianapolis and have called Saint 
Simon their parish and school home for many years . Ms. Smith is the proud mother of three children: 
Charlie, Abbie and JJ, who she calls the joys of her life. Charlie is the assistant director of recruitment 
for the Beta Theta Pi fraternity organization in Ohio, Abbie is a musical theater performer and dance 
teacher living in NYC and JJ is a junior in high school - straight A student athlete and very involved with his church and 
youth group in Oklahoma City.   
 

 

Mrs. Hines is one of our new second grade teachers. She attended St. Luke elementary, Cathedral and 

Xavier for her education. Mrs. Hines has been married to her husband Jeff for 16 years. They have two 

daughters: Keira (5th grade) and Ethan (8th grade). Prior to teaching at St. Simon, Mrs. Hines taught in 

public and charter schools in the Indianapolis area. Mrs. Hines hobbies include reading and cooking. 

 

Ms. Perry is an instructional assistant to 4th and 5th grade. She grew up in Indianapolis and attended 

Saint Simon! She then moved onto Bishop Chatard High School and graduated college from Marian Uni-

versity in 2018. In her free time, she enjoys playing soccer and hanging out with her cat and family  

 

Mrs. Toussing is assisting with 5th and 6th grades. She grew up in Charleston, South Carolina, and com-

pleted her undergraduate degree with Indiana University in Indianapolis. Following graduation, she was 

blessed to stay at home with her three boys, now ages 8 and 6. She enjoys traveling, puzzles, reading, and 

spending time outside.  

St. Simon Staff Dress up for Character Day! 



 

 

  

 

 

 

Saint Simon continues to bring performing arts to the forefront 

of the culture of our  the school. For the 2018-2019 school year, 

Mr. Moore has helped  expand the choir and made an addition to 

the band. 

 

This year’s fifth graders have their first opportunity to join the 

band. With this, the  hope is to give musicians more time to grow 

as instrumentalist by allowing them to begin in fifth grade. The 

fifth-grade band currently practices once a week, but adding a 

school day rehearsal may be in the near future. 

 

Another exciting opportunity in the musical culture at Saint Si-

mon is the expansion of the choir. Mr. Greg Papesh, Parish Direc-

tor of Music Ministry, and Mr. Moore have added grades third 

through fifth in the music ministry choir. Moore said, “Our hope 

is to provide students more opportunities to sing and glorify the 

Lord with their many gifts.” The music ministry choir, consisting 

of grades 3-8, will perform at every school Mass, as well as one 

Sunday Mass a month. Moore and Papesh are hosting a night of 

thanksgiving to God thru prayer on November 17th at 7pm. 

Spotlight on 5th grade  

Band and Music Ministry Choir 

 

Celebrating the  
Feast of St. Simon 

How  much do you know about 
St. Simon the Zealot? Test your 
knowledge and see how much 
you know about our parish and 

school history!  

1. What day is the feast day of St. Simon?  

A) October 26th 

B) October 28th 

C) October 31st 

(Correct answer: OCTOBER 28th) 

2. What year was St. Simon the Catholic Church  founded? 

A) 1972 

B) 1961 

C) 1945 

(Correct answer: 1961)                                       

3. St. Simon is the patron saint of: 

A) Sawmen and tanners 

B) Lawyers 

C)  Writers 

(Correct answer: Sawmen and tanners) 

 

 

Feast Day of St. Simon  

Our feast day celebration included blessing of classrooms, 

Mass, Rosary procession,  performance from the band 

and choir, honoring our alumni and charter parish mem-

bers, as well as a picnic with buddies. 



Have you noticed the new, wooden structure in the St. Simon playground? Have you 
heard the joyful laughter and celebration abound-
ing from inside the octagon? Have you witnessed 
the intense enjoyment the students of all ages are 
having while trying to become the gaga pit cham-
pion? If so, they you have witnessed the joys of 

our new gaga pit!  

The St. Simon Gaga Pit was a legacy gift left by the 
Class of 2018. Several parent volunteers shared 

their craftsmanship and time to design and build 
the structure.  

The gaga pit  was officially dedicated during a ribbon cutting ceremony on 
Sunday, August 26th.   

We     our new Gaga Pit! 



St. Simon Fall Sports Ministry 


